
* Serbia and Croatiaf are atfwar. Ai 
. m^nia and Azerbaijan are probably nexj 
And who knows, if Gorbachev is rigc 
maybe Ukraine and Russia will follow, 1 
is a world of troubles. And yet th 
center of the Bush foreign policy un 
verse remains fixed. Oh what? On th 
West Bank. 5 : ’ ; . . 1 

' The administration’s determination t 

. . ._!*.• -C iLIa .namfnn 


i Washington solution, the Arabs'have no . 

— - -- — — incentive whatever to; offer-. Israel any ’3, 

Charles Krauthammer compromise inside the '■negotatmg ^ ; 

v — .room. They can simply take any maxi-v 
malist position they want,-. let , enougn\ ; . 
si -■-time pass for American 'imjffltioice to;., 

grow and then fully expect Washington;^ 
to. step in again with an ultimatum that - i 
the Israelis, because of their ■ depen- . 
dence on the United States, will be in no- 
position to reject. . .. :• 

. ^The' venue issue, dismissed m the • 

West as mere,. wrangling 
• dure, was the first , test, of-'-the . whole 

negotiating process;~However,,uiadver- - > 
tent, the administration message to the 
Arabs was deatfTto bilaterals are for, , 
show. The real decisions . will be made ■ 
by us. We’U deliver Israel.' ■ 

. bThis is a disastrous message hi send - 

" The administration’s determination t because it ensures that the talks will tail., 
achieve a just disposition of this territory The Israelis will only, respond to peace . 
a" third the size of Chechenrlngush, I overtures coming directly from their, en- i 
commendably humanitarian. But wha em j e s. Sadat’s genius was understanding •; 
makes it such a paramount America) prec isely that. He understood that by >, 
national interest’ What— apart from ji directly addressing the; Israels, ««« 
president’s idee fixe wA a secretary a thangoing through the usual washinpon 
state’s dreams of Nobel— is impellinj mailbox, he could break throug h.; t he 

stich an enormous expenditure of Amen . Israelis then reciprocated with break- ; 
ican diplomatic' capital? Fear that oui tbroughs of their own. Washington did , 
Arab friends, out of solidarity with the - n to mediate (Camp Dayu»,, but 3 
Palestinians (who so recently betrayec ody a t the end of the process. ■ 
them in the gulf war) and anger at the Raker came ’ in before the process 
Americans (who saved them in the war), ^ began. By doing so he reinforced 
-.v ■ * l.the old pre-Sadat Arab view that the 

— — ^T^^way 'to get things out of Israel is to 
rr/ I • )i / ' !• negotiate with Washington and then let , 

Washington carl wf s hington negotiate with Jerusalem. ■ ; , 

I* » To show that this will not work, 

“deliver Israel. . • Shamir decided to delay by &*•*)« ’ 

^ • Israel’s arrival at the talks, TO® 

will go over tb the Soviets? What Soviets? an d Bush “upset by whattiiey 

Fear that our Arab friends will defect to cons ider Mr. Shamir’s obstinacy. re- 
the Arab radicals? What radicals? Their pd rte d the New York Times. “They are • 
leader is Saddam Hussein, and his hands t0 find it almost impossibtefo under- . . 
ate full chasing around his Own country how- the Israeli leader; who .sun | 
after teams of U.N. inspectors. ' ' • • «*•" ,he 


stand now me isracu i™^ > ^ 

after teams of U.N. inspectors. ! - h opes to win loan guarantees from the 

1 Bush’s fixation, on forcing an end tij Unite d states, could risk further under- , 
the Arab-Israeli ,'conflict might be wnb, mining relations with Washington, 
ten off as misallocated pripritiesZBut il Now, what Arab negotiator is going ^ 
is far more than that..It.bdBtorting th* t0 engag e Israel in offering : ■ 
peace processyt^4*^S^^’ wiv tf cessions when he can plainly see that . an,. j 
Consider the issuerof therMte for th upset pres ident is prepared to use l(»n 
bilateral talks ^between, Israel ;and it guarantees, among other levers at ms 
neighbors. The’<liard-linev^b 'posihoi disposal, to extract from 1^ unilateral., ' 


ijliard-linei'. 

was to con 

that they wouia^nejacrai .«•. ineisraeuguvcuuuti., — ------ - . . 

continuation of|he|mterii^on^ confej ly dumsy fa chopsing 

ence and not ^^#jWks‘with .braeh „ a my 0 f showing resistance toAmer- 

i Israel wanted ■alterhatirig,- sites in Israq ican heavy-handedness, Nonetheless, _ 

r and the Arab countries. That was tow ftp ^ meS sage was important. It had Been 

^^at-Begin t^iY^^wrfurt^ar^^ , .a^umed .ttot Israel co^ not ^ori to _ 


aaoai-Degui uuiw’.wvata -j , assumed inai israei wwu 

helped the talks succeech iThe going and r ; s k presidential arid media displeasure 
™min g of Isradis%nd^Arabs|ih;!eam b y refusing a State Depart ment sum - 
others' cities helped prepare, their publksj m ons. Shan 
forniutu * 
cWhat _„ 7j 
J ordan wereii 


Dy reiusing a .. 

mons. Shamir proved that assumption 
wrong. By showing that to is not so 
easily delivered, he told his Arah part- 
n&rs that if they want the tafeto 
ndse— a ■ Mediterraneanfesk^thaH succeed that will have to deal with him, 
might have satisfied both parties^Tton- not Jim Baker. . . .. 

* . h*<\ \ - g Margaret Tutwilers plaintive 

and daily refrain that "we cannot want 

*. . . . i.l_ tham. 


migni nave sduauw wm. 
word came that'the administration.tod ^ 
chosen Washington , h as . the* site. The- 
Jordamans prcanptiy stopped^retimMg,* 
Israeli phone talk. C?. a 

The surest ; way to -undermine. the f a 
peace talks is to undermine, theic bfiafcd 
eralityi And the surest Wri^tp mider^^ 
mine bilaterality, is for thejidministra- 
tion to control and force . every ;step 
from Washington. f. % y,*- 

Why? Because if Americans are-wait- 
ing outside the negotiating room ready 
to break every impasse with a made-int 


ana aauy rcuaui uw«. — 7— ■ 

these talks more than the parties Aem- 
selves.” Well then, act like it. Let bilat- 
erals be bilaterals. Get out of the way 
and let the parties deal with each other; 

If they can, fine. If they can’t, then we 
kcannot make peace happen on our own. ^ 
-'There 1 are- a -lot of other problems, f ^ 
foreign and domestic, that could use our 
now diverted attention. 

mr x. 



